What is the Green School Programme?
The Green School programme is an international environmental education programme,
environmental management system and award scheme that promotes and acknowledges long-term,
whole school action for the environment. St. Brigid’s Secondary School is an active member of the
Green School programme.

Green Schools Committee

The Green Schools Committee consists of Transition Year Students who meet one class a week with
Green Schools Co-ordinator Ms. Sheree Murphy. The committee rotate every 10 weeks

Green Flags

1 - New Signage outside the school gates indicating how long it takes to walk to school from different car parks

To date we have received four green flags.
•

Litter and waste

•

Energy

•

Water

•

Travel

The committee and school are currently working towards their 5th flag which is Biodiversity.

Travel Flag
St. Brigid’s received their Travel Flag in 2020. The work carried out to receive the Travel Flag was to
promote alternative means of travelling to school. Initiatives included:
•

Offered cycling workshops to 1st years

•

Installed a covered bike shed

•

Put in place a committee to promote alternatives to private transport

•

Promoted “Walk on Wednesdays”

•

Ran a “5 Days 5 Ways” week

•

Promoted walking and cycling to school within the school community and e xtended our efforts
to the local community

•

Published distances for park and stride points in the student diary for the and promoted this at
parents’ events

•

Devised and created 3 signs at the school gates to promote park and stride

•

Ran a TY module to promote safe cycling

2 - Students during a cycling workshop

3 - Amy Doyle and Evie Fahy at the #Andshecycles event in Dublin to promote cycling with girls

4 - Students and Green Schools Co-Ordinatorr with Dave Brooks from An Tasice during a cycling work shop

5 - Sisters Amy and Rebecca Doyle. Lynne and Evie Fahy with their bikes under the new bicycle shed

Tidy Towns

6 - Litter Picking in Killarney National Park

7 - Some of the crocuses planted outside the cathedral

8 - Planting crocuses

Not only does St. Brigid’s participate in the Green School Initiative, our Transition Year students are also
part of helping the Tidy Towns in litter picking and planting of Crocuses in locations and around the
Killarney Town.
Fact:
St. Brigid’s have changed all the taps in the school from the old twist taps to compression taps. Twist
taps use 5 or 6 litres in 30 seconds, but compression taps only use 3 litres in 30 seconds. This is because
they reduce the water flow, so there is more force and less water used. We also changed the syphons in
the toilets. They use 9 litres to flush if you don’t hold down the lever, but they only use 6 litres if you
hold the lever down for only 5 seconds.

Instagram

•

Regular updates on our green schools’ journey can be found by following @greenschoolssbk

Other Awards

9 - Best School Project 2019

In 2019 we won Best School Project in the Killarney Looking Good Awards for our “5days 5 New Ways”
campaign to promote alternative means of travelling to school

10 - Walk on Wednesdays

11 - Killarney Gardai, Mayor of Killarney and Colm Copper supporting our 5 days 5 new ways initiative

12 - Walking to School on the Port Road

Previous Flags (Litter and Waste, Energy and Water)
Since participating in the Green Schools Initiative we have enforced the following:
•

Ban on single use plastic bottles

•

No plastic cutlery in the canteen

•

Two new water fountains installed in the school buil ding and gym

•

Bins are categorised into the following headings: All Plastics, Glass bottles, Recycling, General
Waste and Compost bin.

•

No bins in classes.

•

We strive to recycle everything we can

•

Shred paper

•

No tomato ketchup sachets

•

No Crisps allowed due to packaging

•

Popcorn is banned

•

Introduction of emails to teachers to cut down on the amount of paper being use.

•

Texting teachers and parents on important issues

•

Shared folders for both staff and students to cut down on handouts.

•

Fixed our photocopier to print from the staff computers double sided.

•

Renovated the roof

•

Sensor Lighting

•

Walls have been dry lined

•

Windows have been resealed

•

Energy Spot Checks

•

Changed the boiler

•

Double glazed windows

•

Triple glazed insulation

•

Boiler coat

•

Use energy efficient lights

•

Adjust thermostats in Winter and in the Summer

•

Kevin our caretaker goes around to all classrooms at the end of the day and ensures that all
windows and doors are closed, Projectors, computers and computer screens, printers and
photocopiers are switched off.

•

Water spot checks

•

We have now put in 2 500 ml bottles into the cisterns to reduce 1 litre of water per flush.

•

Changed syphons on toilets which gave out less water

•

Water compression taps

•

Taps now releasing less water

•

Water bills are analysed

•

Reporting leaks is more frequent

