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SHINING A LIGHT ON CREATIVITY

Diversity

Dear Students,
Happy New Year!
It hasn't started how we expected but due to the wonders of technology it's easier than
ever to stay connected.
This edition is dedicated to celebrating the many ways that we are different but the
same. The fantastic contributions here celebrate those differences and the threads that
bind us.
Congratulations to the winners:
Junior Winner - Sarah E. Byrne
Senior Winner - Rebecca Flynn, Ava McCarthy
Group Winner:
Eva Brosnan, Kate Lawlor, Melissa Carrol, Sarah Trant, Aine Cagney
Overall Winner - St Brigid's Diversity Code
Sarah E. Byrne
The Yellow Flag Committee was established in our school to
help us understand and celebrate how St. Brigid’s is made up
of all kinds of people; people with different hopes, dreams,
beliefs and ways of life.
Our hope for our committee was to celebrate all of these
differences helping us to see where we could as a school be
more inclusive of everyone in our school community.
In December, we asked for your help, we asked for you to
lend us your voice in that journey. We asked for you to design
a Diversity Code for our school. A Diversity code for us to live
by, somewhere to make our way back to when we strayed off
course, for the days when we might fail to be inclusive of
those differences.
And so, you lent us your voice. You told us in your many
entries of your hopes for us as a community to strive to be
better in our journey towards inclusion. It became much
more than a competition. In this issue, you will find just a
sample of the wonderful entries we received.
As with all competitions, there are winners and while we
celebrate those winners, we are so grateful for all of your
entries as they are your words, your calls for us all to be more
inclusive, they are your voice
. Our thanks to you,
The Yellow Flag Committee

“Doesn’t matter what you look like,
doesn’t matter who you like,
doesn’t matter where you come from,
we’re all alike”
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I cannot choose the ways in which I
differ from others.
I can choose the way I treat the
people who differ from me.
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Sarah E. Byrne
JUNIOR WINNER

Tracy Chen

Aoibhe Coffey and Lynee Fahy

Diversity Code
We all are different in our own ways
So why bother calling out people for days and days?
Calling people black and calling them white.
Even though people could do the same to you but
You don’t think about it so you just snap.
You also have a colour, so why be racist?
You also have a sexuality, so why call people names?
You also have a language, so why make fun of it?
You also have friends, so why not let them be yours?
We all are different, so why exclude people?
This is an important part of life
people day by day get bullied
For something they didn’t do.. So why bother?
Emilia Stempnik

Kate McCan

Amelia Kate Hussey

NO ONE SHOULD BE
JUDGED BY THEIR RACE
OR THE COLOUR OF
THEIR SKIN
BODY SHAMING IS
WRONG WE COME IN ALL
DIFFRENT SHAPES AND
SIZES
SUPPORT THE LGBTQ+
COMMUNITY,
LOVE IS LOVE.
INDIVIDUALITY IS KEY
NO ONE IS THE SAME
IF EVERYONE WAS THE
SAME THE WORLD
WOULD BE REALLY
BORING

Aoise O'Donoghue

But together we are one’

Sarah Griffin

If we weren’t all different life would be boring
I assure you by now we’d all be snoring
So choose to be including and choose to be kind
It’ll brighten someone’s day that much you will find
So maybe we’re all different
Or maybe we’re the same
Or does it really matter?
We’re all people anyway

Ciara O’Sullivan Chloe Deneil and Emilia Ptak

DIVERSITY RULES
INCLUDE EVERYONE
VISIT NEW PEOPLE
BUILD NEW FRIENDSHIPS
RESPECT EVERYONE EQUALLY
SHOW PEOPLE THAT THEY ARE WORTH IT
INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO NEW PEOPLE
TREAT EVERYONE THE WAY YOU WANT TO
BE TREATED NO MATTER WHAT PEOPLE
THINK
JAIMA/MAHRUNNESSA

Isabelle O'Callaghan

Diversité dans des pays Francophones

Our students of French have been studying various cultural
aspects of the many countries where French is spoken as an
official language.
These drawings represent the diversity of French Speaking
countries all over the world.
Congratulations to all the girls concerned:
Clodagh O'Connor 2 Red, Li Chen 2 Blue, Grainne Byrne 2
Red, Elizabeth O'Shea 2 Green

Famous Buildings in China
The Great Wall of China

The Great Wall was built in the Spring and Autumn period
more than 2000 years ago. The existing Great Wall was
mainly built in the 14th century, the so-called Ming Great
Wall. After thousands of years, despite erosion from the
weathers, the Great Wall is China’s first World Heritage
Site and a Symbol of China. It is 5000 miles long and it
would take 18 months to walk its length.

The Confucian Temple

Located in Qufu city in the Shandong Province,
the Confucian Temple is the first temple to
worship Confucius.
This building occupies an important position in
the history of world architecture.
The Confucian school founded by Confucius has
influenced China for more than 2000 years.
The Qufu Confucian Temple was completed
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Vanessa Zi Yi Ye

Diversity
Diversity isn’t doing what is required
To please the watchful audience
Ticking boxes on a school’s resume
Nor should it be acknowledged once or twice a year
And simply go away
When the individuals themselves
Can’t afford to feel that way
It’s within these walls that they form
Rather than as you seem to imply
Thousands of miles away.
When education on a part of who some students are
Is optional depending on your views
I shake my head in frustration and question why
Because contrary to what you allude
They did not get to choose
Please, I challenge you
Accepting difference requires conversation
Diversity requires collaboration
You speak in contradictions only to avoid friction
However, when we speak up to be heard
And trust me that takes courage
It goes by without a mention
You listen for show without hearing a word
When emotion is shown we’re suddenly bombs to disarm
Before we’re able to describe
You’ve already decided what to prescribe
Because you see what you want
Context is stolen with the precision of your font
Invalidated and exhausted we walk out of your door
At this stage in our lives
When we struggle to define
Who we are, why we’re here and who we’re not
When we can mislabel our individual traits
As vulnerabilities, not for others to see

We range from expressing ourselves bold and loud
To those who far rather drown
Than be picked out of a crowd
Without outside reference the quiet can feel much lesser
Unjustly so but how are they to know
That their existence in itself is a blessing
Body positivity, in our diaries
I can’t seem to see
No, our dress code features more prominently
Our school’s somewhat rigid system, seems to be missing
Countless things of which we are in need
“Everyone shines given the right lighting”
A familiar phrase I find quite inspiring
Not a single student is ever a mistake
Or worth any less because of their grades
You’re sitting on a gold mine
But you don’t seem to realise
In the core of every student a flame resides
But amid this hectic system it struggles to be found
Every one of us is capable of things that could amaze
Teach us to hold the world to a higher standard than ever before
Because I know for a fact that with our flame intact
We could set the world ablaze
Invest in our wellbeing
For we can find this world overwhelming
I would give the world to find a code
That reminds us what we’re worth, what we’re capable of
And that in ourselves we should inexplicably trust
So precious lives won’t be lost as the forfeit of our mistreatment
Something that informs us we’re exactly where we’re meant to be
Acknowledges our individualities freely
Celebrates all cultures, enriches us with the knowledge
That all colours and features are beautiful
All bodies are perfect, our feelings are valid
Nobody on this earth can take our power
Alone on our journey we don’t have to be
This is what diversity means to me.
Naomi Moore

