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LANTERN
SHINING A LIGHT ON CREATIVITY

Dear Students,
March Madness! This month so much happened. We had Seachtain na Gaeilge, St
Patrick's Day, International Women's Day to name just a few.
Isn't it wonderful to feel the beginnings of spring and to have lovely, long evenings
to enjoy it. No doubt, some of you are already tucking into your Easter eggs while
reading this. I wish you all a wonderful Happy Easter.
Thank you once again to all our contributors.
The beautiful image on the cover is by Anna Dunlea.

Seachtain na Gaeilge is a national festival that is celebrated every year
from March 1st- March 17th. It celebrates Irish culture, song, dance,
heritage and most importantly - the language.
Students from 'An Coiste Gaeilge' produced an edition of 'An Cúpla focal'
each day for Seachtain na Gaeilge. This 'Coiste' or committee was set up
with the aim of promoting and encouraging Irish outside of the classroom.
Here are some samples of their work from #SnaG21

Comórtas Ealaíne - Buaiteoirí (Winners)
Ruby Courtney 1 Yellow
Dá fhad an lá, tagann an oíche - However long the day, the night will
come)

Abbie Finnan 1 Green
Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin - There is no place like home

Nehara Hasan 3 Red
Is maith an scéalaí an aimsir - Time will tell

Comórtas Bácála - Buaiteoirí (Winners)
Áine O'Sullivan 1 Yellow
Laura Looney 6 Red
Rebecca Kelly 2 Red

Comhghairdeachas mór do na buaiteoirí - Huge congratulations to the
winners
Míle Buíochas as páirt a ghlacadh - Thanks for taking part
#SnaG21 #GráDonTeanga

By Ava Williams 1Red

On the 2nd of March 4Red had an online workshop with Amnesty international Ireland as
part of their Global citizenship project. The facilitator was Louise Conway, a youth activism
officer for Amnesty International, who works to protect people's rights and helps generate
awareness about Amnesty’s many campaigns.
There are 10 million people (about half the population of New York) working with Amnesty
worldwide. At the start of the workshop, she asked us to do a menti quiz where we put our
thoughts on what human rights are. She spoke about how the UN Declaration of Human
Rights evolved after World War Two,. A few years later a man called Peter Benson founded
Amnesty International after he wrote a letter calling for action and opposing the
imprisonment of a group of Portuguese students. His open letter article to the newspaper
was entitled “The Forgotten Prisoners”.
Louise spoke about the work Amnesty doES, for example they stand up for prisoners of
conscience- someone who goes to jail for what they believe in. Currently Amnesty is
involved in issues resulting from the pandemic such as the right for equal distribution of
the Covid-19 vaccine globally, especially amongst less developed countries.
Louise spoke about the human rights they have previously fought for and made successful
developments in changing policies, for example ending the death penalty. Now the
majority of the world, approx. two-third of countries have banned the death penalty,
another example would be their involvement in the success of the marriage equality
referendum in Ireland in 2015, which legalized same sex marriage.

Amnesty run many campaigns, including "Brave" which aims to strengthen the recognition
and protection of human rights defenders (HDRS). The campaign responds to the
increased attacks on HDRS, activists and civil society organizations around the world.
One such HDR is Yasaman Aryani in Iran. She, her mother and a group of women are part
of a movement who wish to see women in Iran have the choice and right to choose veiling.
They are not against veiling but rather they are against forced veiling. Yasaman and other
women protested without veils on a train peacefully, however she was arrested and got 16
years in prison. Her right to freedom of expression was taken away from her. Amnesty put
immense pressure on the Iranian authorities to release her. 1 million signatures were got
and many letters sent to release her. You might remember during the first lockdown
people made freedom flowers for Yasaman and put them on their windows.

Amnesty helps a lot of refugees and asylum seekers to protect their rights. 80 million
refugees (about twice the population of California) have had to flee their home from places
like Syria, Venezuela, and South Sudan. In Ireland Amnesty stands up against direct
provision, many of the refugee's rights are dismissed at times, for example the right to
shelter, food and they receive little money to survive. An Irish organization for people
seeking asylum called MASI engages with Amnesty about what the conditions are like in
the direct provision centers. Luckily on Friday the 26th of February the irish government
produced a “white paper” to end all direct provision in Ireland by 2023.

At the end of the workshop, we spoke about ways of helping end direct provision. A few of
our ideas were to make the refugees' voices heard. Another idea was to write letters to the
teenagers in direct provision to ask them how they feel about the conditions they live in.
I really enjoyed the workshop because it brought awareness to serious issues that
Amnesty deals with that need to be heard of more. After the workshop I was full of
knowledge on what Amnesty does. I shared my knowledge with my family and friends
after. I would recommend the workshop to other classes. I feel it's important people know
about all the marvellous work Amnesty does to help people achieve justice and freedom.

This Broken Path
I look up and I see the clouds,
Like the hands of god, they extend.
The devout symbol of power,
Bowing to a greater purpose,
Hands clawing, reaching, hoping, for a resolution, for a future, for something
to relinquish this indifference, for something to ignite passion.
And yet they falter,
They hesitate.
A veil of apprehension separates present from future, preventing change,
inhibiting our ability to prosper,
We are stuck, and yet we are the ones supplying the glue,
Moulding ourselves to resemble one another,
Forgoing variance, renouncing our souls, becoming indistinguishable in our
hopes of uniting,
Isolated we remain.
A whisper in the wind sings the song of change,
Voices scream, forgotten.
Cries of injustice, a wrathful tune, Ignored in favour of an easier harmony.
Replaying the monotony, a broken record voicing a cacophonous discord.
Our society fragmented, and aware but reluctant to adapt.
We choose to live in ignorance,
We have chosen this broken path.

Ellen Hickey
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Today we are celebrating International Women’s Day. We, Ms Bruton’s 5th Year
English class, are here to talk about important topics that sometimes have a
shadow cast over them. We hope to bring light to these topics and bring
awareness to them. Some topics we are going to discuss are women’s rights,
feminism and the role of women in society. We hope you get a better insight
and understanding of today's world and how it is experienced by young women
such as ourselves after reading our speech.

International Women’s Day grew out of the Labour movement to become a
recognised annual event by the United Nations. The seeds of it were planted in
1908, when 15,000 women marched through New York City centre demanding
shorter working hours, better pay and the right to vote. International Women’s
Day has become a date to celebrate how far women have come in society, in
politics and economics globally. This day marks a call to celebrate women’s
achievements and to raise awareness about women’s equality. As G.D
Anderson once said, “Feminism isn’t about making women stronger. Women
are already strong. It’s about changing the way the world perceives that
strength.”

Women face a number of difficulties every day when it comes to equality in
society. They are often stereotyped as domestic workers, consumers and care
workers and these ideas are mostly associated with femininity. This type of
employment is often seen to be less worthy and deserving of a high pay and
less respected than traditional “masculine” roles. There seems to be a
tendency to value and remunerate women less for their work as they enter a
profession. It is not fair for women to individually work so that they can rise to
powerful positions in society. It is acceptable to say that power needs to be
redistributed throughout society. In contrast, ideas about full-time
employment and citizenship beyond the home are often shaped by ideas of
masculinity; this is reflected by the notion of men to be suitable to certain
spheres of work and participation in public life rather than women. Gender
inequality can be witnessed everywhere through the masculine spaces of
corporations and construction, down to the feminized spaces of garment
factories and primary teaching. However these gender roles and relations are
ever changing, and to reiterate they are socially constructed as well as dynamic
rather than permanent and static from birth.
Also, when examining employment, it is important to address the gender pay
gap when it comes to women in the workforce. Wage discrimination occurs
very often between men and women. Women in many countries on average
have hourly wages way below those of their male colleagues. These wage
differences vary as widely as 10-40 percent. In 2020 the official figure of 17.3%
is based on average hourly earnings of all workers both full time and part time
and this means that for every 100 euro a man earns a women earns €80.70.
This is a shocking statistic because both genders are working the exact same
role in a job, but just because men are men they earn more and just because
women are women they earn a lot less. I think something needs to be done
about this as its extremely unfair.

Another struggle facing the fight for gender equality came to the fore of society
in recent years. The Me-too movement is a social movement against abuse and
harassment against women in particular in the work force and film industry.
The purpose of the Me-Too movement is to empower women through empathy
and solidarity through strength in number by visibly demonstrating how many
women have survived assault and harassment, especially in the workplace. The
movement went viral on social media as a hashtag following the exposure of
the allegations against Harvey Weinstein in 2017. More than 1 in 3 women
experienced gender-based violence involving physical force during their
lifetime.
A pivotal aspect of the fight for equality and the message from the celebration
of International Women’s Day is to ensure all women’s needs and rights are
catered for. We are all entitled to human rights. These include the right to live
free from violence and discrimination; to enjoy the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health; to be educated; to own property; to vote; and to
earn an equal wage. But across the globe many women and girls still face
discrimination on the basis of their gender. Gender inequality underpins many
problems which disproportionately affect women and girls, such as
discrimination, lower pay, lack of access to education, and inadequate
healthcare.
Ultimately, the fight against gender inequality in society has been continuous.
Men have always been perceived as holding positions higher up in society and
that definitely needs to change. With women taking over more than half the
population (and potential), they should of course be considered equal to men, it
is only fair. If it were the opposite way around it would not be tolerated, so why
should us, as women, tolerate this injustice.

Subsequently, the feminist movement is interwoven with the celebration of
International Women’s day. Feminism is the advocacy of women’s rights on the
ground of gender inequality. Feminism can be looked down upon and seen as
an ‘anti-men movement’, where in fact it is the complete opposite. Feminists
are people who fight for women's rights when it comes to the equality of
genders. Feminists want women to be treated equally to men, so why would
feminists be, ‘anti-men’, when they want every gender to be equal and none to
be seen as superior? Many famous people are well known for supporting
women’s rights such as Taylor Swift, Meghan Markle and Emma Watson. Not
every feminist is female though, with some very famous males who support
women’s rights and openly call themselves a feminist, such as Daniel Radcliffe
and David Schwimmer.

Feminists politically campaign for reform issues such as, reproductive rights,
maternity leave, domestic violence, and equal pay. Without feminism, the
Ireland we live in today would not be the same if it were not for brave women
in our past. During the Easter Rising women played an active role of this
rebellion. Thankfully, women have stayed to play an active role in the Irish
government with the first female President Mary Robinson being elected in
1990 and Mary McAleese being elected for the term after her, starting in 1997.

Furthermore, when assessing the need for equality in society, I think that
women of all cultures, religions, races, and generations can probably agree
that women need to be uplifted and empowered. In 2021 we should not have
to explain ourselves, but I believe that sometimes it is important to speak out.
Some of us do not need reminding of how incredible and capable we are, but
there are some of us who do. Michelle Obama was a great inspiration to me
because she wrote an article about how to remind yourself of what it means to
be female and why we should be proud of it. I saw an article that once said “of
course, for generations, mothers did not always have to so easy, luckily, moms
are just about the strongest group of people on the planter and they always
find a way to do the best for their kids.” We need to continue to uplift women,
now more than ever before.
There is a lot of inequality today towards women. Although the challenges are
being overcome by more girls going to school, fewer girls forced into early
marriage, more women are serving in parliament and positions of leadership,
and laws are being reformed to advance gender equality women are seen to
be looked down on and are seen to be “weaker” or “more unable” than men.
Some people today still think that women should have to stay at home but in
reality women are just as capable as men in any job or activity.
Overall, it is very important to address the issues that face women and girls
around the world today. In supporting International Women’s Day, we
acknowledge the reminder that change needs to occur in relation to the
treatment of women, the perception of women in the workforce, bodily
autonomy, and a person’s right not to be harassed, along with establishing
equality for all people. Across Europe women still earn less than men, suffer
disproportionally from gender-based violence, and are underrepresented in
positions of power. A study measuring equality in 2019 with 100 representing
full equality, shows an EU overall tally of 67.4 points out of 100 upon analysis
of different aspects of society. It is obvious still that a lot needs to change. It is
important for us as humans to value the struggles that women face every day
and strive to change this world for the better.
Thank you for taking the time to read this today and playing your part in being
an object of change for society.
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